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 News and Events 
Dual Degree Program to Receive National Award 
GSU’s Dual Degree Program (DDP) has been selected to receive the Outstanding 
Program/Project Award from the Commission for Admissions, Orientation, and First 
Year Experience, a unit of the American College Personnel Association (ACPA). 
 
The DDP will receive a certificate and lapel pin commemorating this achievement at 
the ACPA’s annual convention in Las Vegas on March 3. GSU’s program will be 
honored at the Awards Ceremony and Leadership/Corporate Partner Reception 
during the convention. At the reception, the Dual Degree Program’s name and award 
will be included in a Power Point presentation, as well as in the awards booklet.  
 
GSU’s nationally recognized Dual Degree Program is an innovative partnership 
between the university and area community colleges that provides a quality, 
seamless pathway from community college to university graduation. DDP students 
have access to financial incentives and university advising to ensure their graduation 
on both the community college and university levels. 
 
ACPA, headquartered in Washington, D.C., is the leading comprehensive student 
affairs association that advances student affairs and engages students for a lifetime 
of learning and discovery. ACPA, founded in 1924, has nearly 7,500 members 
representing 1,200 private and public institutions from across the U.S. and around 
the world. 
 
Innovation Takes Center Stage – March 7 
Chart your course to the future at So You Think You Know Innovation? on Thursday, 
March 7 at 7 p.m. at GSU’s Center for Performing Arts. 
  
Join Dr. Roberta Ness, the renowned author of Innovation Generation, as 
she demonstrates how to expand your ability to generate original ideas. The 
discussion is free and open to the public. 
 
Dr. Ness, a recognized expert in women’s health research, is dean of The 
University of Texas School of Public Health. 
 
Dr. Ness holds the M. David Low Chair in Public Health. She is a professor in 
the Division of Epidemiology and Disease Control, and Vice President for 
Innovation at The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. She is a member of the 
   
Dr. Roberta Ness 
Institute of Medicine of the National Academies of Science, a fellow of the American College of 
Physicians, and past-President of the American College of Epidemiology. She is President of the 
American Epidemiological Society. 
  
In 2011 Dr. Ness was invited to speak about innovation at a TED conference. You can watch her 
TED talk. 
 
For information, contact 708.534.4130. 
 
RSVP for First Year Symposium – March 8 
The third symposium on planning GSU’s first year experience takes place Friday, 
March 8 in the Center for Performing Arts. The symposium is open to faculty and 
staff. 
 
Just like the 2012 symposiums featuring Carol Geary Schneider and John Gardner 
and Betsy Barefoot, March 8 will bring together faculty and staff for a day-long look 
at GSU’s first year experience.  
 
Dr. Roberta Ness is featured speaker and will talk about how to infuse innovation 
into your work and your life.  
 
A continental breakfast will be served beginning at 8:30 a.m. Lunch will also be 
provided and the day’s work should conclude by 4:30 p.m. 
 
Due to the nature of the event, RSVPs are required. Please e-mail Penny Perdue or 
call her at ext. 4130.   
 
Seven copies of Dr. Ness’ book, Innovation Generation have been placed on three-
day reserve in the GSU Library. The call number is YC9273 and they are listed under 
Dr. Terry Allison’s name. 
 
Dr. Jia Published in The Accounting Review 
  
Please join CBPA Dean Ellen Foster Curtis in congratulating Dr. Yonghong 
Jia, Assistant Professor of Accounting, on the recent publication of her 
coauthored article, Valuation Consequences of Clawback 
Provisions, in the January 2013 issue of The Accounting Review. 
 
The journal is one of the most prestigious in the accounting field, published by 
the American Accounting Association, and included in the Financial Times list 
of the top 45 journals in business. “This is a particularly phenomenal 
achievement for someone so early in her academic career,” Dr. Foster Curtis said. 
 
If you would like a copy of the article, please contact Dr. Jia. 
  
Dr. Yonghong Jia 
 Blood Drive on Campus Today 
GSU’s Student Occupational Therapy Association (SOTA) will host a university-wide 
blood drive today from 3 to 7 p.m. in the E Lounge. Donors will receive a free pair of 
pants; size and color of pants may vary. 
 
For more information, or to sign up to donate, contact Kim Tate. A photo ID is 
required to donate blood. 
 
More information is also available at www.heartlandbc.org or SOTA at 708.534.7294. 
 
For eligibility questions, contact Heartland Blood Center at 708.633.0101. 
 
Eating Disorders Workshop on Tuesday 
As part of National Eating Disorder Awareness Week, the Academic Resource Center 
will host an informative workshop on eating disorders on Tuesday, February 26, from 
noon to 1 p.m., in the Cafeteria Annex. 
 
The workshop will include explanations of the causes, effects, and treatments of 
eating disorders, and an opportunity for participants to ask questions. The workshop 
is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served. For more information, 
call 708.534.4090. 
 
Computing and Job Preparation – February 26 
GSU’s Computer Science Club will host Careers in Computing: How to Prepare and 
What to Expect on Tuesday, February 26, from 4 to 6 p.m., in Sherman Hall. 
 
Speaker Rahul Dhawan will show how to prepare for a lifelong career in computing, 
covering such topics as where the opportunities are, what it’s like to work in the 
computing field in a large, professionally run organization, how the field of 
computing is likely to change in the future, and what hasn’t changed. 
 
Other Computer Science Club events this semester are: 
• CCDC Luncheon - Saturday, March 2, 1 to 4 p.m., location TBA 
• Microsoft Tour – Date, time and location TBA 
• Resume Writing and Portfolio Building for Computing and IT Disciplines - 
Wednesday, March 6, 
4 to 6 p.m., Engbretson Hall     
• Cloud Computing and Virtual Machines - Wednesday, March 27, 4 to  6 p.m., 
Engbretson Hall 
• Information Security, Risks and Compliance -Monday, April 8, 3 to 5 p.m. 
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Civil Service Senate Hosts Heart Healthy Day – February 27 
GSU’s Civil Service Senate is sponsoring a “Heart Healthy Day” on Wednesday, 
February 27. A representative from St. James Hospital will be discussing heart health 
from noon to 1 p.m. in D34115 and a representative from the College of Health and 
Human Services will give a presentation on heart health in the Annex from 1 to 2 
p.m. 
 
Heart Healthy brochures and dark chocolate will be available to those who attend the 
presentation in the Annex. Also, the cafeteria will be offering a heart healthy salmon 
dish as a lunch special for $5.55 on Wednesday. 
 
Order a GSU Varsity Jacket 
You can show your school colors – and look sharp – this spring 
in a GSU varsity jacket. The university’s Computer Science Club 
is selling the black-on-black jackets. 
 
The jackets are wook with leather sleeves. The GSU logo is on 
the back and your name will be sewn onto the front. They have 
slash pockets and quilted nylon lining. 
 
Get your GSU Varsity jacket. Orders forms are available in the 
Student Life office, or online at www.govst-tech.com. Go to Fundraising Activities on 
the web site. Orders for this semester must be submitted by March 29. 
 
Entering the Shift Age 
David Houle, a well-known futurist, will be a guest speaker for the University Honors 
Program's Community Speakers Series on Wednesday March 6 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Hall of Honors.  His presentation, Entering the Shift Age- A Look into the 
Future, is free and open to the public. 
 
Houle believes we now live in “the Shift Age,” a time of transformation that will be 
regarded by future historians as one of the most significant periods in human 
history. The Shift Age, he says,  is one of those inflection points or times when much 
of humanity will change how we live, how we think, how we interact with each other 
and what we do. 
 
Houle’s first book, The Shift Age, was published five years ago. Since then, he has 
delivered 400-plus speeches on all six continents and in 12 countries, has had two 
other books published, and has written a hundreds of columns for his blog and 
newsletter. He says he has generally been accurate in the numerous forecasts he 
has made about the future. 
 
Healthcare Leadership is Topic – April 2 
GSU’s Student Healthcare Management Association will sponsor a presentation by 
Dr. Ann Scott Blouin, RN, Ph.D., FACHE, Executive Vice President of Customer 
Relations, Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, on 
Tuesday, April 2, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in Sherman Hall. 
 
Dr. Blouin will discuss Leadership in an Era of Health Care Reform: Quality and 
Patient Safety Implications. She has more than 30 years of health care 
administration, consulting, and nursing experience, and has held several leadership 
positions. Dr. Blouin has also published and taught at nursing and medical schools 
and serves on the National Patient Safety Foundation Board of Governors.  
 
The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Discounts Galore at Bookstore 
GSU Bookstore is celebrating the end of a frigid February with a red hot sale. On 
Thursday and Friday, the bookstore is taking 20 percent off on all hooded 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, backpacks, and clearance items. 
 
For further information, contact the bookstore at 708.534.4558. 
 
ANCRA Form Needs to be Completed This Week 
Gail M. Bradshaw, Associate Vice President of Human Resources and Diversity, has 
directed that all employees, including all full and part-time, extra-help, temporary, 
graduate assistants and student workers, receive notification about the new Illinois 
Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act (ANCRA). 
 
To verify notification has been made, employees will receive an e-mail from HR 
shortly, containing information and instructions about this law, with a link to the 
DCFS Acknowledgement Form, which each employee must complete, print off, sign, 
and date. 
 
Please keep a copy for your records, and send the original DCFS form to the GSU 
Human Resources Department by March 1. You can drop it in the night mailbox next 
to the HR Department entry door, or place it in the university mail addressed to the 
HR Department, or place it in the U.S. Mail addressed to: Governors State 
University, Attn: Human Resources Department, 1 University Parkway, University 
Park, IL 60484. 
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